FUNERAL SERVICE

Welcome and notice.

Introductory Prayer

· We remember that we are in God’s presence.

· We are here to hand back our sister/brother into the Lord’s safe keeping.

· And to remember his/her family.

Or  We have come together to remember before God the life of N,

to commend her/him to God’s keeping, 

to commit her/his body to be buried/cremated,

and to comfort those who mourn with our prayers and with our love; in the hope we share through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.

Heavenly Father, in your Son Jesus Christ you have given us a true faith and a sure hope. Strengthen this faith and hope in us all our days, that we may live as those who believe in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection of eternal life, through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Hymn

Family Tributes

Readings

John 14v1-6
Jesus teaches the disciples about his death.

Psalm 23
The Good Shepherd

Address

Jesus is the Good Shepherd.


The sheep know the shepherds voice and follow him.


He does lead us to a place of peace and rest in Him.

In comforting His disciples, He says.


Trust in God and trust in Me also.


In my Fathers house there are many rooms.


I am going there to prepare a place for you.


I will come back and take you to be with me.


So that where I am, you may be also.


I am the way, the truth and the life.


No one can come to the Father except through Me.

Prayers.

In a short silence let us recall our memories of N, thanking God for his/her life, for all that he/she has meant to us and to others, and praying for her/him now that he/she may know the life and the love of God.

Resurrection

God of grace, we thank you for sending your Son. Jesus Christ, who by His death has destroyed the power of death, and by His glorious resurrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Grant us to know that because Christ lives, we also live and that neither death nor life is able to separate us from your love. Amen.

Deceased.

O Lord, we give back to you those whom you gave to us. You did not lose them when you gave them to us and we do not lose them by their return to you.

Remember Lord your servant N who has gone before us with the sign of faith, and now rests in your peace. According to you promises, grant to N and to all who rest in Christ, refreshment, light and peace, through Jesus our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

Those who mourn

God our Heavenly Father, draw near to N and all who mourn today. Make your love known to them that they may turn to you and know your comfort and strength. Help them to put their trust in you and their hope in your grace and compassion.

The Lord’s Prayer.

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, In earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen
Hymn

Commendation

We commend N into your loving care.

Enfold him/her in the arms of your mercy.

Bless him/her in his/her dying and in his/her rising again in you.

Bless those whose hearts are filled with sadness,

That they too may know the hope of resurrection;

For the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Go forth N (O Christian soul), on your journey from this world,

In the love of God the Father who created you,

In the mercy of Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, who suffered for you.  

In the power of the Holy Spirit who was poured out for you and who keeps you in life eternal.

May you dwell this day in peace, and rest in the presence of God. Amen.

Committal

We have entrusted our sister/brother to God’s merciful keeping, and we now commit his/her body to the ground (to be cremated).
Earth to earth,

Ashes to ashes,

Dust to dust;

In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died, was buried, and rose again for us. To him be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

Blessed are those who die in Christ for they rest from their labours.

A prayer over the people.

Heavenly Father, you have given us a true faith and a sure hope in your Son Jesus Christ; help us to live as those who believe and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to eternal life.

Strengthen this faith and hope in us as long as we live; so that we in turn may not be afraid to die. You are Lord of heaven and earth and your goodness never fails. Have mercy on your people who need your strength and bless us now and evermore.

Amen.

Blessing

Go forth into the world in peace, be strong and of good courage, hold fast that which is good. Love and serve the Lord with singleness of heart, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; and the peace of the Lord Jesus be with you always.

Amen

